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FRAME KIT FOR IC CARD AND IC CARD USING THE SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 
5 The present invention relates to a frame kit for 

an IC card and an IC card using the same. 
Description of Related Art 

Portable information equipment represented by a 
notebook personal computer, an electronic notebook, and 

10 so forth generally comprises an IC card slot on which 
an IC card such as a PC card or a CF card is to be mounted. 
The feature of the portable information equipment can 
be expanded by mounting the IC card on the IC card slot. 
The IC card has a circuit board assembly constructed 

15 by mounting a connector for connection to the IC card 
slot on a circuit board, a frame holding the circuit 
board assembly, and a pair of metal panels covering 
upper and lower surfaces of the circuit board assembly. 
The whole thereof is formed in a card shape. 

20 An IC card fabrication system is roughly 

classified into a mechanical fabrication system 
suitable for mass production and a manual fabrication 
system suitable for relatively multi-kind and 
small-quantity production. In the mechanical 

25 fabrication system, a metal panel is fixed to a frame 
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composed of a resin molded product, for example, using 
facilities such as ultrasonic welding. Contrary to 
this, in the manual fabrication system, a circuit board 
assembly and a frame are interposed between a pair of 
5 metal panels, and the metal panels are coupled by being 
pressed against each other with the human fingers and 
a jig, thereby assembling an IC card. 

In a frame kit for an IC card (a frame and a pair 
of metal panels) for assembling by the manual 

10 fabrication system, engaging members which are 

locking-engaged with each other are respectively 
provided on sides of the pair of metal panels, for 
example. One of the engaging members has a claw, and 
the other engaging member has an engaging hole. In the 

15 case of the assembling, the engaging members are engaged 
with each other, and the claw is fitted in the engaging 
hole, so that the metal panels are coupled to each other 
and at the same time, the mounting of the metal panels 
on the frame is achieved (see JP-A- 9 - 2 4 5 1 4 3 (KOKAI), 

20 for example). The metal panels are provided so as to 
cover a side surface of the frame from outside, and the 
engaging members are locking-coupled to each other at 
the side surface of the frame. 

In coupling the metal panels, however, the 

25 respective engaging members of the panels are 
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elastically deformed. Accordingly, it is not 
necessarily easy to align the claw and the engaging hole 
with each other, and it is difficult to perform an 
operation for coupling the panels. 
5 Moreover, the length of the claw is very small. 

Even if the claw and the engaging hole are completely 
fitted to each other at a glance, the engagement may, 
in some cases, be actually incomplete. If such 
defective products are put on the market, the IC card 
10 may be disassembled in cases where it is given a large 
shock, for example, a case where it is dropped on the 
floor . 

The IC card generally has a key groove determined 
by a standard formed on its side end surface. For 

15 example, the CF card is provided with a long key groove 
leading from a front end to the vicinity of a rear end 
on its side surface. However, in such construction that 
the engaging members of the pair of metal panels cover 
the side surface of the frame, a key groove conforming 

20 to the standard cannot be provided on a side end surface 
of the frame. Consequently, it is difficult to realize 
a manual frame kit for a CF card. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide 

25 a frame kit for an IC card which can be assembled easily 
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and reliably and an IC card using the same. 

Another object of the present invention is to 
provide a frame kit for an IC card capable of providing 
a good erroneous insertion preventing key on a side 
5 surface of a frame, and an IC card using the same. 

A frame kit for an IC card in the present invention 
comprises a frame for defining an internal space of an 
IC card; a first panel integrated with the frame by 
simultaneous molding, for example, and having a first 
10 locking member which projects toward the internal space 
from an inner wall of the frame; and a second panel 
having a second locking member which is engaged with 
the first locking member of the first panel inside the 
frame . 

15 In the construction of the present invention, the 

first panel is integrated with the frame by simultaneous 
molding, for example. Accordingly, the amount of 
projection of the first locking member of the first 
panel from the inner wall of the frame can be defined 

20 with high precision. Further, the amount of elastic 
deformation of the first panel at the time of the 
engagement between the first and second locking members 
is very small. Consequently, the first locking member 
is hardly displaced. Accordingly, it is easy to align 

25 the first and second locking members with each other 



at the time of the engagement, and it is possible to 
engage the first locking member and the second locking 
member easily and reliably. 

It is preferable that one of the first locking 
5 member and the second locking member has a locking claw, 
and the other locking member has an engaging hole with 
which the locking claw is engaged. It is more preferable 
that the second locking member is composed of an elastic 
member. In this case, the locking claw is introduced 

10 into the engaging hole mainly by the elastic deformation 
of the second locking member, so that the first and 
second locking members are snap-coupled to each other. 
Since the first locking member is hardly deformed at 
the time of the snap coupling, the locking claw can be 

15 fitted in the engaging hole easily and reliably. The 
locking claw which has been completely fitted in the 
engaging hole once does not easily slip off the engaging 
hole. Accordingly, the IC card may not be disassembled 
after being assembled. 

20 In the construction of the present invention, 

when the first and second panels are pressed against 
each other, the first locking member and the second 
locking member are engaged with each other inside the 
frame. Therefore, the first and second panels need not 

25 be provided so as to surround the outside of the frame. 
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Accordingly, an outer side surface of the frame can be 
exposed. If the present invention is applied to an IC 
card such as a CF card which must be provided with a 
key groove for preventing erroneous insertion from a 
5 front end to the vicinity of a rear end of its side 
surface, therefore, a good key groove can be provided 
in the frame. Cons equently , it is possible to provide 
a good manual frame kit for a CF card. 

In such construction that a metal panel covers 

10 an outer surface of a frame, an end surface of the panel 
is exposed. Accordingly, the appearance of an IC card 
is not necessarily desirable. Moreover, the end surface 
of the panel must be prevented from forming a sharp edge 
by being subjected to finish processing. In the 

15 construction of the present invention in which the 

paired panels are engaged with each other inside the 
frame, edges of the panels can be contained in the frame 
or in an internal space of the frame. Accordingly, the 
appearance of the IC card is improved, and end surfaces 

20 of the panels need not be subjected to finish 
processing . 

Furthermore, one of the panels and the frame are 
integrated with each other by the simultaneous molding, 
for example. Accordingly, the amount of deformation 
25 of the frame is significantly smaller, as compared with 



that in a case where the panels and the frame are 
individual components to be assembled. Therefore, the 
IC card has good durability against an external force. 
Further, the first panel and the frame can be handled 
as one component, so that the number of components can 
be reduced. This also makes it easier to assemble the 
IC card. 

It is preferable that the first locking member 
is implanted in the frame, and is held in the frame with 
its front end projected toward the internal space from 
the inner wall of the frame. 

In this construction, the first locking member 
is hardly deformed because it is implanted in the frame. 
Therefore, it is easier to align and engage the first 
locking member and the second locking member with each 
other . 

It is preferable that the frame has an outer 
surface exposed toward the outside of the IC card to 
form a side surface in the direction in which the IC 
card is inserted. It is preferable that an erroneous 
insertion preventing key for preventing the IC card from 
being inserted in a wrong posture into an IC card slot 
is formed on the outer surface of the frame, and the 
first panel is integrated with the frame in a state where 
an area where the erroneous insertion preventing key 



is formed is ensured, that is, a state where the area 
is avoided. 

In this construction, the outer surface of the 
frame is exposed as a side surface of the IC card after 
the IC card is assembled, and the erroneous insertion 
preventing key is provided on the outer surface of the 
frame . 

In the present invention, it is possible for the 
panel not to cover the outer surface of the frame. 
Therefore, the present invention is applied to an IC 
card (for example, a CF card) conforming to a standard 
which requires the erroneous insertion preventing key 
to be provided extending from a front end to the vicinity 
of a rear end on a side surface of the card, therefore, 
it is possible to provide a manual frame kit conforming 
to such a standard. 

It is preferable that the second panel has a 
positioning member (for example, an elastic positioning 
member) which is abutted against the inner wall of the 
frame for positioning the second panel elastically, for 
example, with respect to the frame. 

In this construction, the second panel is 
positioned with respect to the frame by abutting the 
positioning member against the inner wall of the frame 
elastically, for example. That is, the elastic 



positioning member is abutted against the frame, for 
example, to press the frame outward. The second panel 
is pressed toward the center of the frame by its 
reaction. Accordingly, it is possible to reliably 
arrange the second panel in a regular position, and it 
is possible to reliably prevent displacement after the 
assembling . 

It is preferable that the elastic positioning 
member is provided integrally with the second panel. 
It is more preferable that the elastic positioning 
members are provided on both sides of the second panel. 
Further, the positioning elastic member may be 
projected toward the inner wall of the frame from the 
second locking member. 

An IC card according to the present invention 
comprises the frame kit having the above-mentioned 
features and a circuit board assembly constructed by 
mounting the connector on the circuit board, and is 
constructed by containing the circuit board assembly 
between the first panel and the second panel. 

In this construction, the panels can be easily 
coupled to each other by the engagement between the 
first and second locking members. Moreover, the panels 
can be reliably coupled to the frame. Therefore, the 
IC card may not be disassembled. 
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The foregoing and other objects, features, 
aspects and advantages of the present invention will 
become more apparent from the following detailed 
description of the present invention when taken in 
5 conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a CF 
card according to an embodiment of the present 
invention ; 

10 Fig. 2 is a bottom view of a frame panel assembly; 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the shape of a side 
surface of the frame panel assembly; 

Fig. 4 is a cros s -s ec t ional view taken along a 
line A - A shown in Fig. 2; 
15 Figs. 5A and 5B are diagrams for explaining the 

construction of a second panel: 

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a CF card for 
explaining assembling; 

Figs. 7A to 7C are cross-sectional views of a 
20 principal part for graphically showing how a first 

locking member and a second locking member are engaged 
with each other; 

Figs. 8A and 8B are diagrams for explaining a 
second panel according to another embodiment of the 
25 present invention; 
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Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view of a principal 
part of a CF card according to the embodiment shown in 
Figs. 8A and 8B; and 

Figs. 10A to IOC are cross-sectional views of a 
5 principal part for graphically showing how a second 
locking member and a first locking member are engaged 
with each other in the embodiment shown in Figs. 8A and 
8B. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

10 In an embodiment described below, description is 

made of a case where the present invention is applied 
to a CF card. However, the present invention is also 
applicable to an IC card conforming to another standard, 
for example, a PC card or a small PC card. 

15 Fig. 1 an exploded perspective view showing the 

construction of a CF card 1 according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. Referring to Fig. 1, the CF 
card 1 comprises a circuit board assembly 5, a frame 
4 for defining an internal space of the CF card 1 and 

20 holding the circuit board assembly 5, a first panel 6 
for covering an upper surface of the circuit board 
assembly 5, and a second panel 7 for covering a lower 
surface of the circuit board assembly 5. The circuit 
board assembly 5 has a printed circuit board 2 and a 

25 connector 3 attached to a front end of the printed 
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circuit board 2. The first panel 6 is positioned above 
the printed circuit board 2 in a state where the CF card 
1 is normally used. The frame 4 and the first panel 
6 are integrated with each other by simultaneous 
5 molding, thereby constituting a frame panel assembly 
8 . 

The connector 3 is used for the electrical 
connection between a CF card slot (not shown) and the 
printed circuit board 2, and comprises a pair of first 
10 projections 9 in its side parts. Description is now 
made by taking the side of the connector 3 connected 
to the CF card slot as the front. 

The connector 3 has a plurality of contacts (not 
shown) projecting backward. The contacts are soldered 
15 to the bottom surface of the printed circuit board 2. 
The mounting of the connector 3 on the printed circuit 
board 2 is achieved by the soldering. 

Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the frame panel assembly 
8. The frame panel assembly 8 is obtained by integrating 
20 the first panel 6 composed of a conductive plate in an 
approximately rectangular shape with the frame 4 by 
simultaneous molding. For example, it is formed by 
injection molding the frame 4 on the first panel 6. 

The frame 4 has an approximately U shape, and 
25 defines an internal space of the CF card in its inner 



part. The frame 4 comprises a pair of opposite side 
beams 11 and a rear end beam 12 for connecting respective 
rear ends of the side beams 11. 

An engaging projection 13 projecting inward is 
formed at a front end of each of the side beams 11. The 
paired engaging projections 13 are respectively engaged 
with the first projections 9 of the connector 3 to hold 
the connector 3 in containing the circuit board assembly 

5 in the frame panel assembly 8. 

A second projection 14 projecting inward is 
provided in a position near the front of each of the 
side beams 11 a little beyond the center thereof. 
Further, a third projection 15 is provided in a position 
near the rear of each of the side beams 11 a little beyond 
the center thereof. A fourth projection 16 is provided 
at a rear end of each of the side beams 11. Engaging 
portions 14a, 15a, and 16a for holding the printed 
circuit board 2 are respectively formed on upper 
surfaces of the second, third, and fourth projections 
14, 15, and 16. A conductive portion 17 is provided 
in the vicinity of the rear end of each of the side beams 
11. The conductive portion 17 is obtained by winding 
a metal member extending downward from the first panel 

6 around the side beam 11. 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the shape of a side 
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surface of the frame panel assembly 8. An outer side 
surface 11a of the side beam 11 is exposed outward, to 
form a side surface of the CF card 1. An erroneous 
insertion preventing key 18 for preventing the CF card 
5 1 from being inserted in a wrong posture into the CF 
card slot is formed on the outer side surface 11a. The 
erroneous insertion preventing key 18 extends from a 
front end of the side beam 11 in the frame 4 to a position 
near the rear of the side beam 11 a little beyond the 

10 center thereof. The width of the erroneous insertion 
preventing key 18 differs between the right and left 
outer side surfaces 11a. Consequently, the CF card 1 
is prevented from being inserted into the CF card slot 
(not shown) in a wrong posture, for example, such a 

15 posture that it is turned upside down. Further, the 
erroneous insertion preventing key 18 is closed at the 
rear of the CF card 1. Accordingly, the CF card 1 cannot 
be also inserted into the CF card slot with it being 
laterally inverted. 

20 Referring to Fig. 2 again, the rear end beam 12 

has a pair of grooves 20 and 21 extending along the 
length of the rear end beam 12 on its inner wall 12a. 
The grooves 20 and 21 respectively have pairs of 
positioning abutting portions 20a and 21a at both their 

25 ends. 
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First locking members 22 are provided in two 
portions spaced apart from each other in each of the 
side beams 11 in the frame 4. 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along a 
5 line A - A shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 illustrates the CF 
card 1 in the direction in which it is normally used. 

The first locking member 22 comprises a hanging 
portion 23 hanging toward the inside of the CF card 1 
from a side edge of the first panel 6 and entering the 

10 side beam 11 and a locking claw 24 folded inward from 
a front edge 23a of the hanging portion 23. The first 
locking member 22 is thus implanted in the side beam 
11 in the frame 4. A front end 24a of the locking claw 
24 projects toward an internal space of the CF card 1 

15 almost perpendicularly from an inner wall lib of the 
side beam 11. Since the first panel 6 and the frame 
4 are integrated with each other by simultaneous 
molding, the amount of projection of the locking claw 
24 from the inner wall lib is defined with high 

20 precision. 

When the frame panel assembly 8 and the second 
panel 7 are coupled to each other, the first locking 
member 22 is engaged with a second locking member 34 
provided in the second panel 7 inside the frame 4, so 

25 that both the panels 6 and 7 are coupled to each other. 
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As indicated by a two-dot and dash line in Fig. 
4, the second locking member 34 comprises a raised 
portion 41 bent upward (toward the inside of the cf card) 
and molded along the inner wall lib of the side beam 
5 11 in the frame 4 from a side 7a of the second panel 
7, a guiding portion 42 extending obliquely toward the 
inside of the frame 4 from a front end 41a of the raised 
portion 41 for guiding the locking claw 24, and an 
engaging hole 43 formed in the raised portion 41, to 

10 constitute an elastic member as a whole. 

Fig. 5A is a plan view showing the construction 
of the second panel 7, and Fig. 5B is a side view of 
the second panel 7 as viewed from a direction indicated 
by an arrow R in Fig. 5A. 

15 The second panel 7 is a plate-shaped member in 

an approximately rectangular shape composed of a 
conductive plate. The second panel 7 has a folded member 
31 folded upward (toward the inside of the CF card 1) 
from both the sides 7a over nearly the full lengths of 

20 the sides 7a. 

The second panel 7 comprises a pair of rotating 
and engaging members 32 and 33 on its rear end side 7b. 
The paired rotating and engaging members 32 and 33 
respectively have predetermined widths along the rear 

25 end side 7b, and are in shapes respectively aligned with 
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a pair of grooves 20 and 21 formed in the frame 4. 

Second locking members 34 are respectively formed 
in two portions spaced apart from each other on each 
of the sides 7a. Further, a conductive member 35 
5 extending upward is provided in the vicinity of the rear 
end of each of the sides 7a. 

The procedure for assembling the CF card 1 will 
be described. 

Referring to Fig. 6, the printed circuit board 

10 2 is fitted in the engaging portions 14a, 15a, and 16a 
of the second, third, and fourth projections 14, 15, 
and 16 in a state where the frame panel assembly 8 is 
turned over, so that the circuit board assembly 5 is 
held in the frame 4. 

15 Thereafter, the paired rotating and engaging 

members 32 and 33 in the second panel 7 are respectively 
engaged with the grooves 20 and 21 formed in the rear 
end beam 12 in the frame 4 with the frame panel assembly 
8 held with one of worker's hands and with the second 

20 panel 7 obliquely applied to the frame panel assembly 
8 with the other hand. 

The worker presses the second panel 7 against the 
frame 4 in such a manner that the first and second panels 
6 and 7 are pressed against each other with the fingers 

25 of both the hands. Consequently, the first locking 
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member 22 and the second locking member 34 are 
snap-coupled to each other, so that the first and second 
panels 7 and 8 are locking-coupled to each other. 

At this time, the first locking member 22 and the 
second locking member 34 are coupled to each other 
inside the frame 4, so that the outer side surface 11a 
of the side beam 11 is exposed. Accordingly, the 
erroneous insertion preventing key 18 is not covered 
with the panels 6 and 7 . 

In a state where the first and second panels 6 
and 7 and the frame 4 are coupled to each other, the 
conductive member 35 formed in the second panel 7 is 
abutted against the conductive portion 17 in the 
opposite first panel 6, thereby obtaining stable 
electrical conduction between both the panels 6 and 7. 

Figs. 7A to 7C are cross-sectional views of a 
principal part for graphically showing how the first 
locking member 22 and the second locking member 34 are 
engaged with each other. If the first panel 6 and the 
second panel 7 are pressed against each other from the 
state shown in Fig. 7A, the guiding portion 42 guides 
the corresponding locking claw 24 to the engaging hole 
43, as shown in Fig. 7B. At this time, an area in the 
vicinity of the raised portion 41 and the guiding 
portion 42 in the second panel 7 are elastically 
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deformed toward the inside of the frame 4. On the other 
hand, the first locking member 22 which is implanted 
in the side beam 11 is hardly deformed. Therefore, the 
first and second locking members 22 and 34 can be aligned 
5 with each other with high precision. Thereafter, when 
the locking claw 24 extending inward is contained in 
the engaging hole 43, as shown in Fig. 7C, the raised 
portion 41 and the guiding portion 42 in the first panel 
6 which are elastically deformed inward are 
10 respectively restored into their original shapes. The 
first and second locking members 22 and 34 are aligned 
with each with high precision, and the first locking 
member 22 is hardly deformed. Accordingly, both the 
first and second locking members 22 and 34 can be engaged 
15 with each other easily and reliably. 

The raised portion 41 and the guiding portion 42 
are thus elastically deformed, and the locking claw 24 
and the engaging hole 43 are snap-engaged with each 
other when the elastic deformation is restored. 
20 Accordingly, both the raised portion 41 and the guiding 
portion 42 are deeply engaged with each other, to enter 
a locked state. If the first and second locking members 
22 and 34 are engaged with each other once, therefore, 
the CF card 1 is not disassembled. 
25 When the second panel 7 is pressed against the 
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frame panel assembly 8, a sound in the snap coupling 
between the locking members 22 and 34 is emitted, 
thereby creating a good feeling at the time of coupling 
both the panels 6 and 7 . 
5 The folded member 31 is provided over nearly the 

whole areas of both the sides 7a of the second panel 
7. After the CF card 1 is assembled, therefore, the 
end surface of the second panel 7 is not exposed, thereby 
producing a good appearance. 
10 As described in the foregoing, according to the 

present embodiment, the first panel 6 is integrated with 
the frame 4 by simultaneous molding. Accordingly, the 
amount of projection of the first locking member 22 in 
the first panel 6 from the inner wall lib of the frame 
15 4 can be defined with high precision. Further, the 
amount of elastic deformation of the first panel 6 at 
the time of the engagement between the first and second 
locking members 22 and 34 is very small. Consequently, 
the first locking member 22 is hardly displaced. 
20 Accordingly, it is easy to align the first and second 
locking members 22 and 34 with each other at the time 
of the engagement. Further, it is possible to engage 
the first locking member 22 and the second locking 
member 34 with each other easily and reliably. 
25 When the first and second panels 6 and 7 are 



pressed against each other, the first locking member 
22 and the second locking member 34 are engaged with 
each other inside the frame 4. Accordingly, the outer 
side surface 11a of the frame 4 can be exposed. 
Consequently, a good erroneous insertion preventing key 
18 can be provided in the frame 4. 

Furthermore, the first panel 6 and the frame 4 
are integrated with each other . Accordingly, the amount 
of deformation of the frame 4 is significantly smaller, 
as compared with that in a case where the panel 6 and 
the frame 4 are individual components to be assembled. 
Therefore, the CF card 1 can have good durability 
against an external force. Further, the first panel 

6 and the frame 4 can be substantially handled as one 
component, so that the number of components can be 
reduced. Consequently, the CF card 1 can be assembled 
more easily. 

Figs. 8A and 8B are diagrams for explaining the 
construction of a second panel 107 in another embodiment 
in a CF card according to the present invention. The 
second panel 107 is used in place of the second panel 

7 in the embodiment shown in Fig. 1. The second panel 
107 in the present embodiment differs from the second 
panel 7 shown in Figs. 5A and 5B in that there are 
provided elastic positioning members 50 for positioning 



the second panel 107 with respect to a frame 4. 

In the embodiment shown in Figs. 8A and 8B, a 
second locking member 34A is formed extending from a 
front end of each of sides 107a of the second panel 107 
5 to a position near a rear end of the side 107a a little 
beyond the center thereof. 

The second locking member 34A comprises two 
engaging holes 53. The engaging holes 53 are 
respectively fitted in locking claws 24 of a first 
10 locking member 22 which are provided at corresponding 
positions, to couple both panels 6 and 107. 

When the second panel 107 and the first panel 6 
are coupled to each other in the present embodiment, 
the second locking member 34A is engaged with the first 
15 locking member 22. Referring to Fig. 9, the second 
locking member 34A comprises a raised portion 51 bent 
upward (toward the inside of the CF card 1) and formed 
along an inner wall lib of a side beam 11 in a frame 
4 from the side 107a of the second panel 107, a guiding 
20 portion 52 extending obliquely toward the inside of the 
frame 4 from a front end 51a of the raised portion 51 
for guiding the locking claw 24, two engaging holes 53 
formed in the raised portion 51, and upward elastic 
positioning members 50 formed by raising upper parts 
25 of the engaging holes 53 outward (toward the inner wall 
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lib of the frame 4) from the front end 51a of the raised 
portion 51, constitute an elastic member as a whole. 

Figs. 10A to IOC are cross-sectional views of a 
principal part for graphically showing how the first 
5 locking member 22 and the second locking member 34A are 
engaged with each other. 

As shown in Fig. 10A, the first panel 6 and the 
second panel 107 are pressed against each other. 

When the panels 6 and 7 are locked to each other, 

10 the guiding portion 52 guides the corresponding locking 
claw 24 to the engaging hole 53, as shown in Fig. 10B. 
At this time, an area in the vicinity of the raised 
portion 51 and the guiding portion 52 in the second panel 
6 are elastically deformed toward the inside of the 

15 frame 4. Thereafter, when the locking claw 24 extending 
inward is contained in the engaging hole 53, as shown 
in Fig. 10C, the raised portion 51 and the guiding 
portion 52 in the first panel 6 which are elastically 
deformed inward are restored to their original shapes. 

20 At this time, the elastic positioning members 50 are 
abutted against the frame 4, to press the frame 4 
outward . 

The elastic positioning members 50 are 
elastically abutted against the inner wall lib of the 
25 frame 4, so that the second panel 107 is positioned with 
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respect to the frame 4. That is, the elastic positioning 
members 50 are abutted against the frame 4, to press 
the frame 4 outward. The second panel 107 is pressed 
toward the center of the frame 4 by its reaction. 
5 Accordingly, it is possible to reliably arrange the 
second panel 107 at a regular position, and it is 
possible to reliably prevent displacement after the 
assembling . 

Although the present invention has been described 
10 and illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood that 
the same is by way of illustration and example only and 
is not to be taken by way of limitation, the spirit and 
scope of the present invention being limited only by 
the terms of the appended claims. 
15 The present invention claims the conventional 

priority benefits of Japanese Patent Application No. 
11-100415 filed with the Japanese Patent Office on April 
7, 1999, the disclosure of which is incorporated 
hereinto by reference. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A frame kit for an IC card, comprising: 

a frame for defining an internal space of an IC 

card ; 

a first panel integrated with the frame and having 
a first locking member which projects toward the 
internal space from an inner wall of the frame; and 

a second panel having a second locking member 
which is engageable with the first locking member of 
the first panel inside the frame. 

2. The frame kit according to claim 1, wherein 
the first panel is integrated with the frame by 

simultaneous molding. 

3. The frame kit according to claim 1, wherein 
one of the first locking member and the second 

locking member has a locking claw, and the other locking 
member has an engaging hole with which the locking claw 
is engaged. 

4. The frame kit according to claim 1, wherein 
the second locking member is composed of an 

elastic member. 

5. The frame kit according to claim 1, wherein 
edges of the first panel and the second panel are 

contained in the frame or in an internal space of the 
frame . 
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6. The frame kit according to claim 1, wherein 
the first locking member is implanted in the 

frame, and is held in the frame with its front end 
projected toward the internal space from the inner wall 
5 of the frame. 

7. The frame kit according to claim 1, wherein 
the frame has an outer surface exposed toward an 

outside of the IC card to form a side surface in a 

direction in which the IC card is inserted. 
10 8. The frame kit according to claim 7, wherein 

an erroneous insertion preventing key for 

preventing the IC card from being inserted in a wrong 

posture into an IC card slot is formed on the outer 

surface of the frame, and 
15 the first panel is integrated with the frame in 

a state where an area where the erroneous insertion 

preventing key is formed is ensured. 

9. The frame kit according to claim 1, wherein 
the second panel has a positioning member which 

20 is abutted against the inner wall of the frame for 

positioning the second panel with respect to the frame. 

10. The frame kit according to claim 9, wherein 
the positioning member is an elastic positioning 

member which is elastically abutted against the inner 
25 wall of the frame. 



11. An IC card comprising: 

a frame for defining an internal space of an IC 

card ; 

a first panel integrated with the frame and having 
5 a first locking member which projects toward the 
internal space from an inner wall of the frame; 

a second panel having a second locking member 
which is engageable with the first locking member of 
the first panel inside the frame; and 
10 a circuit board assembly constructed by mounting 

the connector on the circuit board, 

the circuit board assembly being contained 
between the first panel and the second panel. 

12. The IC card according to claim 11, wherein 
15 the first panel is integrated with the frame by 

simultaneous molding. 

13. The IC card according to claim 11, wherein 
one of the first locking member and the second 

locking member has a locking claw, and the other locking 
20 member has an engaging hole with which the locking claw 
is engaged. 

14. The IC card according to claim 11, wherein 
the second locking member is composed of an 

elastic member. 
25 15. The IC card according to claim 11, wherein 
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edges of the first panel and the second panel are 
contained in the frame or in an internal space of the 
frame . 

16. The IC card according to claim 11, wherein 
5 the first locking member is implanted in the 

frame, and is held in the frame with its front end 
projected toward the internal space from the inner wall 
of the frame. 

17. The IC card according to claim 11, wherein 
10 the frame has an outer surface exposed toward an 

outside of the IC card to form a side surface in a 
direction in which the IC card is inserted. 

18. The IC card according to claim 17, wherein 
an erroneous insertion preventing key for 

15 preventing the IC card from being inserted in a wrong 
posture into an IC card slot is formed on the outer 
surface of the frame, and 

the first panel is integrated with the frame in 
a state where an area where the erroneous insertion 

20 preventing key is formed is ensured. 

19. The IC card according to claim 11, wherein 
the second panel has a positioning member which 

is abutted against the inner wall of the frame for 
positioning the second panel with respect to the frame. 
25 20. The IC card according to claim 19, wherein 
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the positioning member is an elastic positioning 
member which is elastically abutted against the inner 
wall of the frame. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A frame kit for an IC card including a frame for 
defining an internal space of an IC card, a first panel 
integrated with the frame and having a first locking 
5 member which projects toward the internal space from 
an inner wall of the frame,, and a second panel having 
a second locking member which is engageable with the 
first locking member of the first panel inside the 
frame. The first panel is integrated with the frame 
10 by simultaneous molding, for example. The second 

locking member is preferably composed of an elastic 
member . 

15 



F I G. 1 




F I G. 2 




F I G. 3 




F I G. 4 




FIG. 5 A 



7a 



34 



34 



35 



- i ' 1 r n 



-32 
-7b 

-33 



I , 1 -i ■ L ll 



34 7 a |^ 34 35 



F I G. 5 B j4 34 ^ ^ 



32,33 



31 



FIG. 8A 



107a 



107 




50 3 4a 1079 50 



34A 



FIG. 8 B 



50 



107 



50 



53 



53 



F I G. 9 




9S! 5 5 ^ 5 li issociatian of Patent 00/04/04 !H3 f OH/OP 

' PTO/SB/10fl(8-BS) 
Approved [orusettifoughe/3(W80MBoasi-C032 
PatentandTrsdemarkOffifis; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required lo./espond to a collection of Information unless It displays a valid OM B control number. 



Declaration and Power of Attorney For Patent Application 
Japanese Language Declaration 

7E©Jcs£©3?!#£t UT, 1ki±WT<0^tML±f. As a below named Inventor, I hereby declare that: 

&©&f9f. g»STSa©?t©£*©f£fc3E$£ft M/ residence, past office address and citizenship are as stated 

fe.&bX'ir. next to my name. 

Tb3©*^©%5J?j:SS L"CMf*fiHteiait**U ^frffi® 1 believe I amthe original, firstand sole inventor (If only one mane 

L-CV>53&58rt2&te<^T, ^fttD^-cffli— ©3S$£ (T Is listed below) or an orloinal, first and Joint Inventor (if plural 

IE©.Bs£?£—O<9l8-g0 t U< ttfitQ^^m^P^-'JfeS names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed 

h Cf^&%lfciFlg&<D&£) teUTV^-f, and for which a patent is sought on the Invention entitled 



FRAME KIT FOR TC CARD AND TC. CARD TISTMft 
THE SAME 



±1!35PJ©HJ|fflS (TIE©?^ X B3i&5ov>-CVfcV , >SH* ft, the specification of vvhich Is attached hereto unless the following 
&£Kmt) fts box Is checked: 

_^_BKSEHS4*U ^Brtn^SfcttWraSAfc □ wasfiledon 

g?SfcBlg§-5§-£: 2: U as United States Application Number or 

0Br^i-£#-£) KlTiEStu* Ufc. PCT International Application Number 



„ and was amended oi 
_ (ifappBcable). 



^?**®ffl S^t»±IBITiEfl60SHfflff U I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents 
JSSWLTV^SE i£CCfc«IWl.*t-. of the above identified specification, Including the claims.as 

amended by any amendment referred to above. 

?Ate, j£#tJ;$S>Ii£&g5 3 6«KSSi$^-5t I acknowledge the duty to disclose Information which is material 

359* 4#HF3W&©^&mov^£§^ffifg£&^£!&&# to patentability as defined In Title 37, Code of Federal 
^SCfeS-efeS?-. Regulations, Section 1.58. 



Page 1 of 3 

Burden Hour Statement: This form Is estimated to take 0.4 hours to complete. Time win vary dcpencino upon ihe needs or the individual ease. Any comments on the 
amount oF ti ms you are required to complete this (Of m should be 36nt to fi» Chief information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washinaton, DC 20231 . 00 NOT 
SEND FEES OH COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SENDTO:Commi£sioner of Patents and Trademarks. Washington, DC 20231 , 



APR 04 '00 03=22 



81 G 6245 2266 



PAGE. 04 



SH 6 6245 2256 



i'\ Association of Patent 



00/04/04 [5:43 P. 0(15/01 



Approved loruse tbrough6/30/gsOMB 0551-0032 

(StoW Mocfiliffmion was made a! Drtoriyeisimho ronton) _ PalentsndTra<lemarkOffiee;U.S.ClEPARTMENTOFCOMMEflCE 

Under ihs Paperwork Reduction Ado! 1995, no personsare required to"respond lo a collactlonol information unlessit displays avaM OMB contro! nurnber. 



' Japanese Language Declaration 



&I2> %m&m 3 5^119 &«Kd)*Xft 3 5 5 & 
TIC, #rt*-9—^t4JliT«, ^UTV>*t. 



Prior Foreign Application (s) 



(Number) 



(Country) 
(B40 



I hereby claim foreign priority underTltle 35, United States Code, 
Section n9(a)-(d)or 365(b) of any foreign applications) for 
patent or Inventor's certificate, or 365(a) of any PCT inter- 
national application which designated at least one country 
other than the United States, listed below and have also 
Identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application 
for patent or Inventor's certificate, or PCT International application 
having a lino, date before that of the application on which priority 
is claimed, 

Priority Claimed 

April 7, 1999 



(Number) 
{#*) 



(Country) 



(Day/Morrth/Year Filed) 
«1JP*M B) 



(DayyMonth/YearRled) 

mmn a) 



Stt, IS 3 SMBKSSfeAffl 3 **CO#te36v v 'CTia©# I hereby claim the benefit underlie 35, United States Code, 
B^Hi0^to^4*vfcft«*t2:fc±3ftv^L*+. Section 119(e) of any United States provisional appllcatlon(s) 

listed below. 



(Application No.) 



(FilinaDate) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing. Date) 
(tfJJBfH) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 120 of any United States applJcatlon(s), or 365(c) of any 
PCT International application deslgnatlna the United States, 
listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the 
claims of this application Is not disclosed In the prior United 
States or PCT International application in the manner provided 
by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code Section 
112, [ acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is 
material to patentability as defined In Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Section 1.56 which became available between the 
filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT 
International filing data of application. 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 



(Status: Patented, Pending , Abandoned) 



j&WU %&&<Oft&}z&^X&&m&$^L1£ftt£bWL I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
E&frSjt^T&tK ^•o?J,©A¥ 1 UfeHgi £&<£{f lasted knowledge are true and that all statements made on Information 
fcS^5<5SclSiS^-C^T?fe5 ifettwSci:, and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 

1&iZt££ti1tM%<D&$%MPthb^Vtt&yZ%W&&% statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
18^10 0 i>L<l&Z statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 

©W#te.£!?|&til£ii3J:i:. ^LT^Oi. 5t£-&&lc£.% Imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
j£&©)K?8$:*fftAHr, iUBUfc. XliKkSRr$Hfcttff United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
©^SSft^^it^Ct^K^U £.oX££)Z±R<OZb Jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent Issued 

<frBfc&U$t. thereon. 

Page 2 of. 2 



Ml 5 2266 Ai Association of Patent UIU1U I5;49 f JOS/012 

PTOSe/ioeia-98) 
Approved for use ihraucrs9/30/980Me 0661-0032 
Pa ten! and TrademsrkOffice; U.S. OEPARTMSNT Of COMMERCE 
Under iha Paperwork Reduction Ado! 1 9B5, no persons are required to re soond to a toKectlon of Information unless it displays a valid OmB control number. 



Japanese Language Declaration 



: ftttTEOJSIB* h UT, *fflEfc|Ht 5-«<0 POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby appoint 
^%Z£$ftffi&mzttLX&fi+%frm±*t:ftft&A the Mowing attorneys J and/or agent(s) to prosecute this 



application and transact ail business in the Patsntand Trademark 
Office connected therewith (list name andj$alstration number). 



Ronald P. Kananea 


24,104 


David L. Benson 


42,314 


John E. McGany 


22,360 


Joel E. Bail 


33,356 


H. Lawrence Smith 


24,900 


Richard D. Grauer 


22,388 


Ralph T. Rader 


28,772 


Michael D. Fishman 


31,951 


Joseph V. Coppola, St. 


33,373 


Mark A. Davis 


37,118 


Michael B. Stewart 


36,018 


Stefen V, Chemielewski 


39,914 


Shnrael Livnat 


33,949 


Annette R. Carrothers 


40,548 


Steven L. Nichols 


40,326 


Kristin L. Murphy 


41,212 


Glenn E, Fotbis 


40,610 


Christoper M. Tanner 


41,518 


Kevin D. Rutherford 


40,412 


Paul D. Ararozowicz 


45,264 


Alexander D. Rabinovidi 


37,425 


G. Thomas Williams 


42,228 


Matthew J. Russo 


41,282 


John W. Rees 


38,278 


Monica Millner 


42,894 







Monica Millner 

Rader, Fishman & Grauer PIXC 
1233 20* Street, N.W. Suite 501 
Washington, D.C. 20036 



Send Correspondence to: 
Monica Millner 

Rader, Fishman & Grauer PIXC 
1233 20* Street, N.W. Suite 501 
Washington, D.C. 20036 



Telephone; (202) 955-3750 • 
' Facsimile: (202) 955-3751 



Direct Telephone Calls to: {name and telephone numbefi 
Telephone: (202) 955-3750 
Facsimile: (202) 955-3751 





Full name of sole or first inventor w . ,. r „„^,,„ 
Kiyoshl WASHINO 




Inventor'sslg nature, , , . , N Date . _ ^ 

Ki^hi tit*? Aprtl.3.20o» 


mt 


Residence 

Kanagawa, Japan 


mm 


Citizenship 

Japan 


%mm 


Potfaffice Address ... ... 

411-101. SMbocrnrfii. TaVat-«*n- 




ku, Kawafeaki.-shi, Kanagawa 2T3-0023, Japan 




Full name of second Joint inventor, if any 

Akihiro TOCHI 




Second inventor's signature Date . 


Gffi 


Residence „ 

Kanagawa, Japan 


mm 


Citizenship 

Japan 




Post Office Address., , 

2-3-27, Edahicrashi, Tsu2uki- 




ku, Yokoharna-shi, Kanagawa 224-0005, Japan 


(SBHa»©*H3SiB#te^-C % nWilfflfr U (Supply similar information and signature forthlrd and 
SCi:) subsequesnt joint inventors.) 



Paae3of 3 



